Deadly dads: Bill Wilson

Being a dad for me is easily the most
important job I've done, or will ever do.
- Bill Wilson

In this story you will hear from Bill Wilson, who
will speak about his parenting, and how important
it was for him as a father to role model respect
for women and respect in relationships for his
children. He will talk about his journey to better
understand what a good dad looks like and how
the love and investment in his children was pivotal
for him as a father. He will also talk about the
value of selflessness in the broader context of
cultural obligations and protocols and how that
shapes the father he has become.

Learning objectives

+ The foundation of healthy relationships
for children are built upon the role
modelling of respect for women by men
and fathers.

+ Intergenerational trauma and the
experience you have of parenting as a
child does not define you as a parent.

- Dads play a vital role in bringing up
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children strong and connected to
culture.

« Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
fathers have strong cultural obligations
in the broader context of children,
family and community.

> Watch Bill’s story

‘

Consider the following questions
individually or in a group.

Have you considered cultural obligations in
your practice? How could you hear about this
from fathers? How may you give value to this
commitment to care for children, family and
community?

Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
fathers like Bill, may be seeking support on
answers to ‘what does a good dad look like’?
How would you gain a deeper understanding
of this within a cultural context, knowing
after listening to Bill, that there are specific
obligations and protocols for men? Are you
the right person to support this? Who may
you connect with to support you in helping
fathers?

Related resources

Our Men Our Healing evaluation report
(Healing Foundation)

Community Healing (Australian Indigenous
HealthinfoNet)
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https://healingfoundation.org.au/app/uploads/2017/03/OMOH-60-pg-report-small-SCREEN-singles.pdf
https://healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/learn/health-topics/healing/community-healing/
https://vimeo.com/749022725
https://vimeo.com/749022725

